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Co GRESS,
2d Session.
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HOUSE OF REP .RESE TATIYES.

REPOR'l'
{

No. 1446.

THOMAS M. CHILL.

AUGUST

Mr.

15, 1894.-Committed to the Committee or' the Whole House and ordered to
be printed.

LOUDENSLAGER,

from the Committee on Pensions, submitted the
following

REPORT:
[To accompany S. 577.]

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 577)
granting an increase of pension. to Thomas M. Chill, have considered
the ame and report as follows:
The uill is accompanied by Seuate Report No. 38, :first session, and
the ame, accurately setting forth the far-ts (except that the pensioner
i now receiving $8 per month i11stead of $4, as stated in the report),
i adopted by your committee as their report, and the bill is returned
with th recommendation that it be amended so as to fix the rate of
pension to be allowed at 12 per month, and that as so amended the
bill do pa ·.

( enate Report No. 38, Fifty-third Congress, first session.]

Thia bill was carefully examined by this committee during the first session of the
Fifty-second Congress and a full consideration given to all the evidence submitted
and favorably reported and subsequently passed. the Senate, aud upon a r eexamination of all the fact involved this committee report as follows:
The said claimant, Thomas M. Chill, is now a pensioner of the United States at the
rate of $4 per mouth for services as a private in the Black Hawk war of 1832, where
he served in the company commanded by Capt ..James P. Drake of Volunteer
Mounted Riflemen in the service of the United States.
It appears from the testimony of physicians and other witnesses that he is 80years
old; that he is poor and has not tbe means of support; that his wife and himself
are both olcl and feeb 'e and not able to earn a living; that h e is totally blind in the
left eye; that the right eye is much affected; that he can see barely enough with it
to got arouud, but not enough to transact any lmsiness if he were able otherwise.
It appear from the testimony of a comrade, Ward, on file that the soldier was
struck in the left eye while on duty in the night by a twig or stick driven from
om unknown cause; that the next morning the eye appeared bruised, sore, inflamed,
and continued wor e until there was a total loss of sight in it which so remains.
The impaired condition of the right eye is continuous, and it is feared will result in
total lo of vision.
Your committee are of opinion, under these circumstances, that there ought to be
an increa e of pension in thi ca e, and therefore report the accompanying bill for a
pen ion of $20 per month, to be in lieu of the pension the petitioner is now receiving,
and do recommend its passage.
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